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Pat Harris – Holland & Knight – See transcript from 3/16/11 oral testimony 
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Tony Greenberg - JBG – See transcript from 3/16/11 oral testimony 
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Erika Leatham – See transcript from 3/16/11 oral testimony 
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               Montgomery County Group 
 
 

103 North Adams Street                        Rockville, MD  20850 

Dear Planning Commission, 
 
The Montgomery County Sierra Club strongly endorses the Rockville’s Pike initiative, which 
matches our goal of creating multi-modal transportation that gets people out of cars and into 
walkable neighborhoods boasting a variety of uses.  We endorse many elements of the plan, in 
particular the proposals to break up super blocks, move storefronts forward, enclose parking lots, 
widen sidewalks, and add trees and other vegetation to the landscape. 
 
We do, however, have some suggestions, as follows:  
 

1. While the current plan emphasizes retail, we would like to see more residential 
development, particularly apartment buildings.  It might appear that residential 
development would increase the amount of automobile trips, but we believe the reverse 
to be true.  The I270 corridor is already jobs rich.  (Indeed, because the corridor is 
overbuilt, we see little reason to add jobs or retail, although we hope the existing retail 
can be preserved.)  More apartment buildings, therefore, would allow people to live much 
closer to work and retail, greatly shortening current commutes from the east county and 
Prince George’s.  New apartments could be clustered around transit, adding residential 
and retail development without compromising the character of the existing communities 
or pushing out long-time business. 

Residential development would also provide a ready supply of customers for retail, many 
of whom could walk or bike.  Furthermore, apartment buildings provide extremely 
energy efficient housing, as heating and air conditioning are shared.  New buildings 
could take advantage of the latest technology, to be even more energy efficient.  Of 
course, more school capacity would be needed to make these new residences viable.  
Adding residential units would also increase the use of walking, biking, and transit.  This 
may be an extremely ambitious undertaking, but in the long run we believe it would be 
worth it. 
 

2. Regarding transit, it is imperative that Rockville’s Pike coordinate with the White Flint 
Sector Plan and with county plans for a BRT system, both of which employ the center 
lane as a median.  The county plan will likely include a 355 route running from Bethesda 
to Germantown (or beyond).  It’s questionable whether the Rockville’s Pike plan to use 
access roads is viable in isolation, although it might work for local buses.  BRT, like 
other transit, works best as a network, and the Rockville’s Pike plan needs to account for 
this.  

The current plan also envisions bicycles sharing lanes with buses.  While this is viable, 
the best bike paths are separated from other traffic.  It’s also crucial that bicycle paths be 
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clearly connected to other bicycle paths, and to town centers, in an obvious network.  
Currently, Rockville and North Bethesda have some excellent bicycle assets—the Trolley 
Trail, the I270 crossing at MD28, the Carl Henn Millenium Trail—but they are 
fragmented and disconnected.  Better signage would help (preferably bilingual), but full 
connectivity would be even better.  The idea is to transform bicycling from a maverick 
activity to one enjoyed by a variety of residents, as has already occurred on the 
Georgetown Branch Trail. 
 

3. Finally, while we commend the plan’s commitment to pedestrian comfort and safety, we 
believe even more could be done.  This is particularly true when it comes to crossing the 
Pike.  Wider medians with crosswalk buttons would be one way to allow slow moving 
pedestrians (for instance those in wheelchairs) to cross without getting stranded.  
Crosswalks in the middle of long blocks would be another alternative.   

 

Technical solutions alone may not be enough.  Rockville currently has an automobile 
culture that is extremely unfriendly to pedestrians; turning vehicles often will cut off 
pedestrians who have right-of-way.  An education campaign targeted at drivers might be 
one way of alleviating this.  Aggressive ticketing of cars that cut off pedestrians would be 
another.  Given that pedestrians are particularly vulnerable while drivers are protected, 
it’s worth putting pedestrian rights on a particularly high plane.  Indeed, it is worth doing 
this immediately to begin to build a culture of pedestrian comfort. 

Notwithstanding our suggestions, we commend and support the Rockville’s Pike plan, which we 
believe to be visionary, long-term, sustainable thinking.  We look forward to working with you 
to make the plan even more visionary and sustainable. 
 
Thank you very much for all of your efforts.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ethan Goffman 
Transit Chair 
Sierra Club, Montgomery County Group 
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